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to share equally, (72) the Bhopal territories: the complete conquest of which they anticipated, as the certain result of their great preparations.
The city of Bhopal, which stands on the high land of Gondwarra, north of the Nerbud-dah, is of considerable extent, and about four1 mifes in circumference. It is surrounded by a tolerable wall, but was then without any ditch or other defence, on three faces. On the other, or southern face, is the citadel of Futtygurh, which stands on an eminence, and is defended on one side by the tank, or lake, of Bhopal; a noble sheet of water, which extends in length five miles, and is in average breadth about one mile. Most of the irregular crags or heights upon the bant of the lake, had formerly been fortified; but all these works were, at this period, in a very bad condition, and their appearance, with that of the empty houses (for Vizier Mahomed had warned all the inhabitants who could not share in the toils and dangers of the siege, to depart), made Bhopal look more like a deserted ruin than the capital of a country. The following account was given to Sir John Malcolm by a respectable Mahomedan, named Ameer Khan, who had been a soldier, and had become a merchant. His written account
(72)   This was the original intention of Sindiah and the Rajah of Nagpoor, in 1805.